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Legislative Updates as of 03/13/2026

History Chart

With Crossover day behind us and the tail end of the 2026 Session underway, this past legislative week was a bit slower but still productive. Many of the bills that survived last
Friday were heard for the first time in the opposite chamber and we began to see how things will unfold in the lead-up to Sine Die.

Senate Appropriations Committee hearings for the big FY 2027 budget are in motion and we will monitor any new changes as we await the upper-chamber’s version of HB
974.

Major Bills to Note

HB 1116’s new substitute edited this bill creating a non-binding state referendum in HB 1116. This would alleviate the need for HR 1114. The new substitute would limit
property tax increases to 3% or the rate of inflation, whichever is higher. It also caps local sales taxes at the current maximum of 5% and allows local governments to swap one
penny of sales tax to offset property taxes

Referred to Senate Finance; was not heard in Committee this week

HB 1344 - Rep. Matt Reeves: The bill strengthens the Insurance Commissioner’s enforcement powers and increases penalties for violations, enhances insurance fraud
reporting and prosecution, including funding and authority to hire prosecuting attorneys, prohibits the sale or solicitation of auto accident information for profit, creates a
program to recruit and retain insurers in Georgia; sets clearer timelines for claims processing after declared catastrophic events; requires reporting on how premium tax funds
are used; expands the information the Commissioner may review when evaluating insurance rates; requires at least a two-year window to file certain property insurance claims;
establishes a storm damage mitigation grant program for homeowners; and updates rules related to excluded drivers and uninsured vehicles, including increased lapse and
restoration fees. 

Passed out of the House on Thursday, 2/26/26 with a 166-3 vote 
Senate referred to Insurance and Labor Committee

Healthcare Specific Legislation

HB 54 - Rep. David Clark: This bill allows advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) and physician assistants (PAs) to order home health services, create treatment plans,
and determine medical necessity for equipment and supplies, roles previously limited to physicians. It updates state law to include APRNs and PAs across home healthcare
oversight, adds training requirements, restricts referral conflicts of interest, and aims to expand access to home-based care in Georgia.

The Senate agreed to the House amendments from last year that were added on Sine Die 2025 and is ready to go to the Governor

HB 947 - Rep. Martin Momtahan: This bill tightens Georgia’s administration of SNAP eligibility, verification, and oversight requirements. Passed out of the House on
Crossover and is referred to the Senate Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee; was not heard in the committee meeting this week.

Limits expanded income and asset standards unless required by federal law.
Requires full eligibility verification within 30 days and blocks second-month benefits until documentation is complete.
Shortens certification periods for certain higher-risk or unstable households.
Expands data matching with state and federal agencies to detect changes in income, residency, incarceration, or lottery winnings
Adds EBT card labeling requirements and restricts SNAP purchases of certain prepared foods and beverages.
Maintains federal (USDA) authority over retailer enforcement.

HB 961 - Rep. Alan Powell: In Senate Health and Human Services Committee; committee did not meet this week. This bill amends Georgia’s Surprise Billing Consumer
Protection Act to address out-of-network ground ambulance services.

It requires health plans to treat emergency ground ambulance transportation as a covered service when requested by a first responder or treating healthcare provider. For out-of-
network ambulance providers, insurers must reimburse at the locally established rate (set by contract, ordinance, or regulation), or if no local rate exists, the lesser of 400% of
the Medicare rate or the provider’s billed charges. The substitute that passed out changed the rate from 400% to 300%. To note the Senate version of the bill has the rate as
325%.

The payment must be considered payment in full, except for standard in-network cost-sharing. Patients cannot be charged more than the in-network copay, coinsurance, or
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deductible amount, and ambulance providers are prohibited from balance billing beyond that amount.

Insurers must pay ambulance providers directly within 30 days of receiving a complete claim.

HB 1262 - Rep. Eddie Lumsden: This bill increases the monetary penalties the Georgia Commissioner of Insurance may impose for certain violations of the Georgia
Insurance Code. Specifically, it raises the maximum fines for violations related to mental health parity, surprise billing, prepaid legal services plans, and other enforcement
matters from $1,000 per violation (up to $10,000 in aggregate) to $5,000 per violation (up to $50,000 in aggregate), unless a different amount is otherwise specified.

Assigned to Senate Insurance & Labor Committee; was not heard this week

HB 1295 - Rep. Sharon Cooper: Relating to physician assistants, so as to enter into an interstate compact known as the "PA Licensure Compact”

Passed out of the Senate Regulated Industries & Utilities Committee on Tuesday, March 10th

SB 220 - Sen. Matt Brass: The “Putting Georgia’s Patients First Act” updates Georgia’s medical cannabis laws by renaming “low THC oil” to “medical cannabis,” revising
related criminal penalties and exemptions, and clarifying the role of the Georgia Access to Medical Cannabis Commission. It also updates qualifying medical conditions,
adjusts card renewal rules, and ensures lawful possession of medical cannabis is excluded from the Georgia Controlled Substances Act.

Passed the House 138-21 on Thursday, March 12th

SB 254 - Sen. Bill Cowsert: Was heard earlier this session in House Regulated Industries; was not heard again this week. This bill was introduced last year. 

Authorizes licensed retail liquor stores to obtain a consumable hemp license and sell consumable hemp products.
 Requires child-resistant, non–child-appealing packaging and prohibits advertising that mimics popular brands or suggests the product is medical marijuana.
Prohibits hemp products from being sold as part of traditional food products or alcoholic beverages, while allowing certain forms like gummies and consumable base oils.

SB 411 - Sen. Shawn Still: Passed out of the House Health Committee on Tuesday, March 10th and is in House Rules. This bill regulates dry needling in Georgia by limiting
the practice to licensed acupuncturists, physical therapists, and occupational therapists who meet specific training requirements. It also sets advertising rules, outlines
consultation and education standards, and allows licensing boards to discipline violations. 

SB 427 - Sen. Ben Watson: Passed out of the House Health Committee on Tuesday, March 10th and is in House Rules. This bill creates a limited provisional license for certain
internationally trained physicians, allowing them to practice medicine under supervision in rural counties, licensed hospitals, or accredited medical schools in Georgia.

To qualify, applicants must meet specified education, training, examination, English proficiency, background, and work authorization requirements, and secure full-time
employment under a supervising physician. Licensees may practice only in approved settings and are subject to the same oversight, discipline, and professional standards as
fully licensed physicians.

After four years of supervised practice, eligible physicians may apply for a full Georgia medical license, with a requirement to practice an additional two years in an
underserved area. The Medical Board must hire staff and medical directors to oversee the program, adopt implementing rules, and submit annual reports to the General
Assembly. The program is contingent on state funding and will automatically repeal if funding is not maintained.

SB 462 - Sen. Shawn Still: This bill, the “Surprise Billing Consumer Protection Act,” protects patients from unexpected out-of-network ambulance bills by requiring health
plans to cover emergency ambulance services and limiting what patients can be charged. It sets minimum reimbursement rates for out-of-network ambulance providers and
ensures patients pay no more than their normal in-network cost-sharing amounts. Was not heard in House Health Committee this week.

https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrUnZkeNjIiKnuzsAORzIsLNLypGzsZAoNFwAI7ws5ZUAg-3D-3DaKjx_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeE834l6-2FDokVMgbwCN-2B15xUvdl6Dx9K-2BTrTsxNqe8Ha8VgY6daBQ5Devf74FiS0BRXslHQhPLzaLpKN-2B-2FCNj0SYfTeETHDKqHjGT3xXEaUVer-2FSNnNnYE4WTMP5Cpns70vd2DRGeYlnOgep41UYKzDW0-3D
https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrVIBId3MvICYvOyFb2s0BLhyp426dA22l1WdldlAlAqjw-3D-3Dsj61_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeExmXh9LIHns-2BYalc8TDHHVa903GgMPGzJL7Y3Qyz-2F3aUxxstX3YqDw6fu1v1-2BPpv-2FrQVWLMfjtl5JkT-2F2pzVELSGZcP2ZuOhmbIclDClKC3jp1H1WJo6bk6-2Bx4in-2F4tVaRL0G0-2BQc8W9uepIfvWoh54-3D
https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrW-2FF-2F0yYaMVlUdwoXOuPp8gxzSLVzc1ZLvq-2BRNBkej-2Fpg-3D-3D270b_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeEy6djmAn5a7NbjzTg4MZLPFqAZgqVbKfDcNBUR5baaWMdfPUqUDZNECk-2BrOI0VUByXA-2Bhf-2FR5xgaBQONwPGdX12MhIxsc3xoKCdFcntJtnFrQwczvIInyz35h8trybS2jtFwPdJ430OAHCK0elGsxEg-3D
https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrXLkY1v6dBerTISILh9J-2BVHxp-2FvR0jW1eX8JEkQQpoMiA-3D-3Dp45R_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeE1eW3d07JdSMYJgtEzv61i2wH-2FO4zgGMgpSw2uLM7sWJYbnwESKOEMbtQvJ7zZ5cvO4QAZ-2B7yETaHQ-2FymaHelxS5lkwsIMu-2FySdH3Kxwl5rn3dW6wiL0us9WTL7Lpb1Crk9t-2Fb2vN3BR2D4Rv-2FVf-2BTU-3D
https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrU3KKbYnJoHrohsKV8mXKHX8xq5Y3be6bFi8qPcgg19rw-3D-3D2N7z_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeE-2BL5biP5hWJ-2FAiVZXLsv6iljCRpKnewWchZMyBEqb1lfOjwI8f8V6M0hIwlepRxKS9VTbLHOoYmvJGyabJDRAwAGDPSqv43Kz3wv7Zm-2BbdMYLCyvpD7CGAC2qcwL7-2BMp3Zj0yLXyvl5f9Yc0m63gpBY-3D
https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrV1a8ub-2BVjdMYDyXtuVyYGU6hr6oCz5Dqg3MsuQxjBGTg-3D-3DwFF9_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeE-2FyVI0kTuhIsQAFvOOKJHLEj2uLr6vObgP15Ig-2FKo2W5smr4TU4wFZqD38H68iyWd7EfvJex3oc9TjoAFyMt9e479ogp77VGFK4BYNqvSyCRZ8ZqjzY9F3yzTB7Ves8GV-2FxNjxgnEKQshjo7TjZ6x2Q-3D
https://u6903696.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.piIOXd-2FhWERv4BgZLOl4gqvw47bJuUx8N07PcGIjPrUjKwvrRBcbKAOj8f6ywKpo1fFfWnje5K9ZZB5Z-2FUnX1Q-3D-3DT5XF_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQmN6dyF32BrBF5qVC60cpCthtl8YdiYWJNxDbd-2FEsUYcHMcqRMlMQN0sGzG4QtVeEwK6abhWaz1q7fVb5T-2BSJ8r5042ch6bBzsOKLhthSEZu8K8SR6Qo8PuN-2B8-2BRlGoq-2BmNIC4arnfQusPJOAjNkch7bS4NKWNHhqjRh-2Fe5aI9UTHsbdi6XPjXfj6fQk8tstWOklbeDcTw89dF-2BkZUdZk30-3D

